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CAMPAIGN FOR EYE SIGHT TESTS EVERY TWO YEARS 

 

An estimated 2900 road casualty are caused by poor vision every year according to the Association 

of Optometrists and so they have launched a new campaign in the hope of persuading people to 

have their eyes tested regularly particularly if they continue to drive. The Don’t swerve a sight 

test campaign is about reminding all drivers to have regular sight tests. It’s the easiest way of 

making sure your vision meets the legal standard and is road safe.  

 
 

• Sight often deteriorates slowly so you may not even notice a change to your vision 

• Driving with eyesight below the legal standard is dangerous to yourself and others 

• Have a sight test every two years, and encourage other drivers to as well 

• An appointment with an optometrist at your local opticians is quick, easy and pain free 

• 30% of road users have doubted whether their vision is good enough, yet continued to drive 

• 26% say they’ve delayed getting their eyes checked by an optometrist despite suspecting   their vision 

was getting worse, and 6% admit to stalling a sight test for more than a year  

 Less than half (40%) would stop driving if they were told their vision, even with glasses or contact 

lenses, was below the legal standard for driving. With 10% saying that they would continue to drive as 

normal 

• 16% admit to knowing a driver whose sight they believe to be below the legal vision standard 
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TSR collates a range of information and opinion from various sources. Whilst every effort is made to ensure its 

accuracy the gfc cannot be held responsible for any incorrect information provided from third parties or the 

views expressed by individuals that are published so readers can make up their own minds and draw their own 

conclusions.  
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RAC REPORT ON MOTORING 2017 

 

In terms of the greatest motoring concerns 

highlighted by drivers in the 2017 Report on 

Motoring, 8% of drivers cite traffic congestion 

and slower journey times as their number-one 

worry from a list of 23 common motoring 

concerns, making it the joint fifth highest 

ranked issue in the annual RAC survey.  

 

The only bigger concerns are the illegal use of 

handheld mobile phones at the wheel (16%), 

the condition and maintenance of local roads 

(10%) and the cost of fuel (9%). The cost of 

insurance was also cited by 8% of motorists as 

their top concern. 

 

Fifty-six per cent of the 1,727 drivers 

questioned for the 2017 RAC Report on 

Motoring said they believe traffic has got 

worse on motorways, high-speed dual 

carriageways and A-roads – a worrying finding 

considering that 65% of all the motor vehicle 

miles are travelled on them, despite them 

comprising only 13% of the UK’s road network 

by length. 

 

The report is seen 

as an important 

document which 

is produced every 

year and its 

findings are 

continually used 

to support traffic 

safety and roads 

issues throughout 

the year. 

 

Motorways carry 21% of all traffic despite 

accounting for just 1% of UK roads – are seen 

to have suffered the greatest increase with 

61% of motorists saying congestion and 

journey times have worsened in the last 12 

months. High-speed dual carriageways and 

urban A-roads were both felt by 58% of 

motorists to have become more congested. 

Rural single carriageway A-roads fared 

slightly better with only 45% stating 

congestion had worsened. 

 

Concerns about slower journey times are 

even more pressing among those who drive 

for work with 11% of business drivers 

identifying this as their number-one concern. 

 

Road traffic estimates for 2016 show 

motorists drove 252.6bn vehicle miles, which 

is a 2.2% increase on the previous year and 

the highest annual car traffic estimate ever. 

These figures go some way to explaining the 

situation and why Highways England has 

reported a small increase in average delays in 

journey times on the strategic network since 

2014/5. 

 

In terms of motorways motorists cited the 

causes of worsening congestion as major 

roadworks (47%), middle-lane hogging drivers 

(45%) and lorries overtaking other lorries 

(40%). Of the 61% of drivers who have seen 

motorway congestion worsen, almost half 

(48%) of the 61% think there should be tighter 

controls on lorries overtaking other lorries.  

 

Among urban drivers, there is some 

discontent over the perceived encroachment 

of bus and cycle lanes into space that was 

previously available for all road users. Almost 

a third (29%) thought that bus lanes are 

primarily to blame for congestion in towns 

and cities, while 16% blamed cycle lanes. Of 

the 29% blaming bus lanes, two-thirds (68%) 

think other vehicles should be allowed to use 

them at certain times – a policy already 

applied in some parts of the country and 

more than half (54%) of the motorists who say 

cycle lanes are the main cause of congestion 

think that cyclists should be compelled to use 

such lanes where they are available. 

 

The report is essential reading and copy of the report can be found at  

https://www.grahamfeest.com/home/resources/documents/latest-uploads/ 
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AROUND EUROPE 

Call for new car safety technology to be fitted as standard 

 

The European Parliament’s Transport Committee has called for new cars to be fitted as standard 

with a range of life-saving technologies including automated emergency braking, intelligent speed 

assistance and intelligent seatbelt reminders in all seats. 

 

Mandatory safety standards for new cars 

sold on the European market have not 

been updated since 2009. In the last 

round of updates automated emergency 

braking became mandatory for new 

lorries, and electronic stability control 

and seat belt reminders in the driver’s 

seat became a requirement for cars. 

 

25,670 people lost their lives on EU 

roads last year and for every death 

there are at least a further five serious, 

life-changing injuries.  
 

The transport committee’s resolution calls for new legislation to be proposed by the European 

Commission no later than the first quarter of next year. 

 

Carmakers in the United States have voluntarily agreed to fit automated emergency braking as 

standard by 2022, the feature is already offered either as an option or as standard on many vehicles 

in Europe. ETSC is calling for systems that can detect vulnerable road users such as cyclists and 

pedestrians to be fitted. 

 

Intelligent Speed Assistance, an overridable technology that helps drivers keep to the current speed 

limit is already offered by several manufacturers in Europe including Ford, Honda, Mercedes-Benz, 

Peugeot-Citroen, Renault and Volvo. 

 

BELGIUM 

Reducing speed on motorways  
 

Reducing the speed limit on Belgian motorways, particularly during periods of high congestion, 

would increase average speed and reduce journey times according to research by ETSC’s Belgian 

member VIAS institute.  Simulations showed that a reduction of 

the speed limit at peak times, together with a ban on changing 

lanes would lead to an increase in the actual speed.  The 

average movement during rush hour is currently only 44 km/h. 

The lower limit would see an increase to 57 km/h,” according to 

the VIAS Institute. With dynamic limits, traffic flow would 

improve because everyone drives at a similar speed and road 

capacity is better utilised.  The research will be reviewed by the 

government and subject to negotiations with the three Belgian 

regions responsible for implementing the changes. In parallel, a political proposal to increase the 

maximum speed limit on some Belgian motorways to 130 km/h has been rejected by the Flemish 

minister of mobility on the basis that it was likely to increase deaths. 

Traffic Safety Roads  
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GERMANY AND THE NETHERLANDS 

Electric assisted Bicycles 

 

Bicycles that offer electric assistance and faster models that can travel at speeds of up to 45km/h 

are prompting policy changes in EU member states 

including Germany and the Netherlands. One in four bikes 

sold in the Netherlands is either electrically assisted or is a 

so-called ‘speed pedelec’, now subject to similar 

legislation to mopeds. According to official data, there are 

now around 1.4 million electric bikes in the Netherlands.  

 

Dutch research carried out by the SWOV Institute for Road 

Safety Research has found that while electric bicycles are 

not necessarily more likely to crash, injury severity is greater, particularly for older people.  SWOV 

points out that older people, who may be returning to cycling after several years’ break, may have 

less muscle strength and poorer balance and the risks of severe injury and death are significantly 

higher for this group.  Dutch police are now recommending that people take a safety course before 

riding an e-bike.    

 

The higher risk of injury is not just true for elderly users.  E-bikes are heavier and have different 

characteristics due to their centre of gravity and faster acceleration.    

 

Rarer 45km/h ‘speed pedelecs’ in the Netherlands are now required to use either the road, or 

combined cycle/moped paths and are prohibited on cycle-only routes.  SWOV has warned that in 

both situations there are higher risks due to speed incompatibility (speed pedelecs travel at up to 

45km/h – slower than car traffic – but faster than unassisted bikes on cycle lanes).  Speed pedelec 

riders are required to wear a helmet, and the government is considering requiring direction 

indicator lights in the future. Brake lights are already required under EU type approval rules.  Such 

bikes also need to have a license plate fitted.   

 

Federal statistics in Germany show that the risk of a fatal collision is twice as high on an electric 

bike compared to one without assistance.  Senior citizens are also the main buyers currently. Take-

up of safety courses has not always been high according to the German cyclists association.   

 

ETSC’s Belgian member VIAS institute has also warned of higher injury rates among electric bike 

riders, following a recent boost in sales.   

 

FINLAND 

Safety cameras 

 

Finnish police plan to install an additional 150 safety cameras over the next three years. Municipal 

officials are currently working with police to determine where 

to place the devices. The new cameras will more than double 

the current stock of 130. Police also have plans to proposed 

sites; the final locations will be based on road safety data. 

New data for the first half of 2017 has shown that Finnish 

motorists are slowing down as a result of increased automated 

enforcement.   
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MOTORCYCLING IN LONDON 

 

TfL has announced a raft of new measures to improve the skills and confidence of the Capital’s 

motorcyclists, including expanding its 

existing Fleet Operator Recognition 

Scheme (FORS) to include businesses which 

use motorcycles, such as delivery and 

courier companies. The voluntary FORS 

standard has been used in the haulage 

industry since 2011 to promote safety, 

efficiency and environmental best 

practice, with companies awarded Bronze, 

Silver or Gold accreditations depending on 

the standard achieved. 

 

Figures published recently by TfL show that motorcycle riders and their pillions accounted for 27% 

of serious injuries and 28% of all road fatalities in the Capital during 2016, despite making up just 

2% of road traffic. 

 

The new motorcycle safety standard will cover areas including management, operations, vehicles 

and drivers – with companies audited on factors including vehicle maintenance, rider training and 

good operations. Alongside the new FORS accreditation, TfL has also created three new training 

courses for motorcyclists in the Capital, designed to boost rider confidence, skills and knowledge 

before and after Compulsory Basic Training (CBT). 

 

The three new courses: 

 

 Preparing for your CBT: a short, free 

online course aimed at new and 

young riders, which includes essential 

riding theory and key elements of The 

Highway Code 

 

 Beyond CBT: Skills for Delivery 

Riders: a one-day post CBT top-up 

course which teaches riders more 

about the Highway Code, how to 

secure and ride with a load, plan 

routes, make safe deliveries and 

carry out routine maintenance checks 

on their motorcycle. 

 

 1-2-1 Motorcycle Skills: a free, two-

hour, tailor-made one-to-one session 

with a qualified instructor. Aimed at 

commuters and those who ride lower 

capacity motorcycles. 

 

TfL will also lobby the Government for changes in the way motorcyclists are licensed; including 

looking at whether a theory test and hazard perception test could be made mandatory before a 

driver’s CBT. 

 

ELECTRIC CHARGE POINTS 

 

Motorway services and large petrol retailers will be required to install 

charge points for electric cars under plans announced by ministers as 

part of the Automated and Electric Vehicles Bill. The Department for 

Transport said the legislation will increase the access and availability of 

charge points for electric cars and give the Government powers to make 

it compulsory for charge points to be installed across the country. 

Traffic Safety Roads  
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T CHARGE FOR MOST OF LONDON DRIVERS 

 
A new levy on the most polluting vehicles, described by London’s mayor Sadiq Khan as the ‘world’s 

toughest emission standard’ came into effect in central London on 23rd October 2017. The £10 T-

Charge, which broadly speaking applies to diesel and petrol vehicles registered before 2006, 

operates during the same times as the Congestion Charge (Monday to Friday 7am-6pm). The new 

charge, which will affect an estimated 34,000 vehicles each month, means that some drivers will 

have to pay as much as £21.50 a day to drive in the 

centre of the Capital. 

 

The T-Charge affects vehicles that do not meet the 

Euro 4 standards for both PM and NOx emissions – 

typically those registered before 2006. Estimates 

suggest that to date in 2017, these vehicles have 

made around 2.6 million trips within the zone. To 

help motorists know if they will be affected, TfL 

has created a free online vehicle checker – which 

since launch has been used by more than 153,000 people. 

 
 

MOTORWAY ROAD WORKS SPEED LIMIT 
 
Whilst Safety must be Paramount in any changes we could increase the speed limit through 

motorway road works to 60mph sooner rather than later following trials that showed that higher 

speeds reduced drivers’ heart rates. 

 

Highways England is considering raising the 

limit through some parts of road works – and 

potentially throughout whole stretches – 

where the scheme can be designed in a way 

that keeps it safe. It is testing different speed 

limits within the same set of road works, so 

that instead of having the standard 50mph 

limit throughout a whole stretch, there could 

be a 55mph limit or a 60mph limit. 

As part of a wider initiative that began in 

September last year to assess the benefits 

associated with increasing speed limits 

through road works, Highways England has 

conducted two trials to how drivers respond 

to higher speed limits. Thirty six participants 

were recruited to take part in each of two 

trials (on the M5 and M3) and were provided 

with dash cams and watches incorporating 

heart rate monitors and GPS trackers, to  

monitor their reaction to driving at 60mph. 

During these trials 60% of participants 

recorded a decrease in average heart rate in 

the 60mph trial zone and 56% showed a 

decrease in average heart rate at 55mph. 

More extensive trials that assess safety 

implications and journey time benefits for 

drivers travelling through road works have 

also taken place since September last year on 

a section of the M1 and the A1. 

The Graham Feest Consultancy says 
“Maybe part of the trial ought to have been to access the effects of the lengths of roadworks. Those which go 
on for several miles are becoming all too familiar and I am sure contribute to an increased heart rate and 
added driver frustration. It is perhaps time to limit road works length to a maximum of five miles and more 
preferably no more than one mile and then keep the speed limit even down to 40mph would be much more 
acceptable. Frustration and anger of miles of road works with nothing going on infuriates drivers.” 

Traffic Safety Roads  
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CAR TAX DODGERS! 
 
The DVLA has launched a big campaign to track down and penalise people who are not paying their 
car tax (also known as vehicle excise duty – VED). The measure comes after the department 
admitted that revenue from VED fell by £93 million in the year following the abolition of the paper 
tax discs. It turns out that plenty of drivers used the change to chance not having tax on their car – 
many of them successfully. 
 
According to figures released by the DVLA, 
around 10,000 untaxed vehicles are clamped or 
impounded every month. In 2016, 106,000 
untaxed vehicles were immobilised or 
impounded for dodging car tax. The figure was 
almost double that of 2014 (at just over 
57,000), and a notable increase on the 2015 
figure (of 85,000). 
 
Dodging car tax is one of the big reasons for the 
dip in revenue and the rise in impounded 
vehicles. However, the DVLA also says that the 
push towards low emission vehicles has played 
a part. Overall, it will collect around £147 million less in 2016-17, compared to the 2014-15 period. 
 
A further consideration is that in 2014, new reforms were brought in that meant car tax couldn't be 
transferred from one owner to another when a vehicle was sold. Even if a car had a good number of 
months remaining on the tax, the new driver had to re-tax the vehicle and the seller had to get a 
refund for the unused time from DVLA. The change caught many buyers off guard and no doubt led 
to many vehicles going untaxed in error. 
 
 

PENALTY NOTICES 
 

According to the latest study from the RAC Foundation, a driver receives a penalty notice every 2.5 
seconds somewhere in the UK. This adds up to around 12 million penalty 
notices each year which equates to 1 in 3 drivers getting a penalty each 
year. The number of penalties is because of the increased use of cameras to 
catch offenders which has also led to greater mistrust in the system amid 
motorists. They see a lack of discretion and common sense capable of being 
applied when issuing the penalty notices.  

 
Dr Adam Snow, criminologist from Liverpool Hope University who compiled the statistics found: 
 

• 8 million were parking penalties from local authorities 
• 2.5 million came from bus lane and box jurisdiction 
• 500,000 late licensing and insurance penalties 
• 1 million red light and speeding penalties 

 
It should be noted that these figures do not include the 5 million parking penalties for drivers who 
are on private land or the 1.2 million drivers who opt to attend speed awareness course. 
  
The Graham Feest Consultancy says 
“There is real frustration amongst drivers when it comes to so called bus lane violations. It is not always clear 
whether or not the bus lane is working within a time period or for 24 hours. Frequently drivers find themselves 
in bus lanes without realising it as the signage is poor or they just start and it is difficult to suddenly serve into 
the right or left lane which ever might be the case. Some bus lanes are surface dressed in a different colour 
but the colour used varies throughout each local authority and even within the authority itself. We need a 
more consistent approach as many of so called offenders do not deliberately drive in bus lanes” 

Traffic Safety Roads  
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PEDESTRIANISATION OF OXFORD STEET – LONDON 
 

In in April 2017 the vision to transform Oxford Street was announced involving the removal of all 
traffic. Nearly 12,000 responded giving support along with some understandable concerns. 
Following a period in which the concerns and views and ideas of stakeholders have been listened to 
in a range of meetings and with individuals a proposal has now been presented for consultation. 
 
For some time despite the Oxford Street although being primarily used by only buses and taxi there 
has been concern about the number of pedestrian casualties and so the scheme will eliminate such 
incidents and make a contribution to casualty reduction in the capital. 
  
Designed to create a ‘truly pedestrian-friendly environment’ the proposals would see all east-west 
traffic restricted from entering Oxford Street between Orchard Street and Oxford Circus, whilst 
maintaining north-south routes through that section. 

 
The carriageway would be raised to be level 
with the existing pavements between Orchard 
Street and Oxford Circus during this first 
stage, making the area more accessible for all 
users. New seating would be placed along the 
street while an 800m-long work of public art 
could also be commissioned for the length of 
the former carriageway, acting as a 
centrepiece for the transformed street.  
 
The scheme will also see a range of measures 
implemented to help protect the wider area 

from traffic and air quality impacts, including new high-quality public spaces, cycle routes, 25 
improved pedestrian crossings, wider pavements and additional taxi ranks. 
 
Subject to public response, the delivery of this first stage scheme will aim to coincide with launch 
of Elizabeth line* services through Central London in December 2018. 
 
The public is being consulted and if the plans receive the go ahead it is aimed that the approach– 
will create new traffic-free public spaces in the heart of London to ‘rival other world cities such as 
Paris and New York’. 
 
The Consultation closes on 17th December 2017 
 
 

GRANTAPPLICATION FOR ROAD SAFETY PROJECTS 
 
The GEM Motoring Assist Road Safety Charity is inviting applications for grants of up to £10,000 for 
road safety projects. 
 

Since it was established in 1985, the GEM Road Safety Charity has funded 
many projects which have aimed to reduce the number of people killed or 
seriously injured on the UK’s roads. The charity’s trustees are encouraging 
applications from community groups, registered charities, foundations, 
professional bodies, road safety organisations, partnerships, schools and 
colleges whose projects demonstrate a clear road safety benefit to the wider 

community at a regional or national level. This can include anything from educational initiatives 
through to research. 
 
Applications for grant funding are to be made using the application form found on the relevant 
page of the GEM Motoring Assist website (www.motoringassist.com ). It may be necessary to submit 
supporting documents along with the application and this can be done via e-mail or by post as 
necessary. 
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AN UNCOMFORTABLE FACT? 
A point of view by Andrew Fraser   

Senior Accident Investigation Officer Falkirk Council 
 

I am grateful this month for the following contribution and personal view of Andrew Fraser, for 
which he is not alone in the point he makes. 

 
In 1974, Professor Coleman O’Flaherty was looking forward to local government re-organisation, 
when  
 

“As well as cutting down on the number of highway authorities, the re-organisation should 
also ensure that the new larger authorities will be able to attract and sustain staff of high 
calibre, and have better resources for dealing with roads and their problems.”   

 
In Scotland, the regionalisation which resulted from the careful deliberations of a Royal Commission 
enabled the setting up of Regional accident investigation units and the commencement of a 

downward trend in fatalities (the 
only truly reliable measure) of 
around 21 per year.  This began, 
incidentally, before the 
introduction of “targets”. 
 
In 1996, the politically-motivated 
“re-organisation” put paid to the 
regional authorities and of 
course, to accident investigation 
units.  Pressure on traffic 
management sections is high and 
road safety engineers became 
distracted by the many other 
more immediate demands.  
County Surveyors were already a 
thing of the past, but now there 

were no Directors of Roads.  Artificial divisions were reinforced between trunk and local roads, 
both of which had previously been managed regionally by agreement with the national body.  The 
“council areas” (there’s no name for them equivalent to county or region) are simply too small for 
the job. 
 
Huge losses in experience and expertise have occurred over the years since 1996 and the losses 
continue, despite the efforts of those who remain.  Is it any wonder then that, in the mid-1990s, 
the downward trend suddenly changed from around 21 to only 11 fatalities fewer per year - despite 
the funds expended on education, training, publicity and enforcement, to say nothing of the efforts 
of the vehicle designers?   

Given these, one might ask why the rate of reduction didn’t increase. 
 
The Graham Feest Consultancy says 
Maybe you would like to comment on what Andrew has said.  
 
 
 
The Graham Feest Consultancy welcomes any 
articles, views or opinions which are supported by 
factual information for inclusion in the monthly 
newsletters. The decision to publish articles is not 
guaranteed for reasons of space and must have 

some relevance to Traffic Safety and Roads. We 
need to stress that the views expressed are those 
of the author and do not necessarily reflect those 
of the Graham Feest Consultancy. Items including 
any graphic should not exceed a side of A4. 
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DRIVERS DEMANDS 
 
Drivers on the strategic road network (SRN) want road surfaces without dips, bumps and potholes, 
with clearer white lines and ‘cats eyes’, and repairs affecting safety 
carried out as quickly as possible, according to new research. 
Watchdog Transport Focus and Highways England explored exactly 
what road users want after research by Transport Focus two years 
ago found that improved road surface quality on the SRN was users’ 
top priority for improvement. 
 
According to the report; to a road user a good quality road surface: 
 

 Is continuously smooth, without dips, bumps, potholes, undulations and deep ruts 

 Has white lines and ‘cats eyes’ in excellent condition – road users think of these as part of 
the surface and not something separate to do with signage 

 Is preferably made of asphalt rather than concrete because it is considered quieter to drive 
on and viewed as less bumpy 

 
 

LITTERING DRIVERS TO FACE RISE IN FINES  
 
The maximum fine for dropping rubbish is set to almost double – while car-driving litter louts will 
be forced to pay up even if their passenger is the culprit. The current fine limit for littering is £80 
but that will rise to £150 in April 2018, with motorists becoming a major target for councils. 
Meanwhile, the minimum penalty will go up from £50 to £65 and the default fine will rise from £75 
to £100. In future, town halls will also be able to impose fines on the owners of vehicles which 
litter was thrown. 
  

Legislation will be introduced by the end of this year to 
bring in the proposals, subject to parliamentary 
approval, next year.  
 
The changes come after a survey showed that 81 per 
cent of people were angered by the levels of litter on 
our streets and in the countryside. Cleaning it up costs 
taxpayers £800 million a year, according to Whitehall 
figures. The crackdown is hoped to tackle the coffee 
cups, fast food packaging, cigarette butts and nappies 
which litter major roads and motorways. One in seven 

motorists has admitted to throwing rubbish out of their car, with 200,000 sacks of litter removed 

from England’s motorways and trunk roads every year. 

  
DRIVING INSTRUCTORS SHOULD BE BROUGHT INTO LINE 

 
A Conservative MP has told the Prime Minister that driving instructors should be banned from having 
a sexual relationship with their students in the same that teachers are. 
  
The MP told the House of Commons that instructors who are in a 
position of trust should not be allowed to have sex with their students – 
regardless of if they are over 16. The law prohibits a teacher from 
having sex with their pupil even if they are over the legal age of 
consent because they are in a position of trust. 
  
The MP referred to a case of a father in his constituency who was 
concerned about the relationship between his 17-year-old daughter 
and her middle aged driver instructor. 
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DON’T ASSUME THAT THE YELLOW BOX IS NOT LIVE 
 
There have been recent stories in the media that only a small percentage of fix safety camera sites 
are active. This followed a freedom of information call to 45 UK Police Forces and replies from 36 
revealed  that of a total 2,838 fixed site speed cameras, just 1,486 - or 52% - are active. 
 
Well I have to say that with my historical 
involvement with safety cameras, police forces 
and partnerships that is probably about right 
and has always been the case. There are 
significantly more camera housings on the sides 
of the road than are ever loaded with the 
actual camera but beware you can never rely 
on any one of them not being active as the 
cameras are moved around with its true a 
greater emphasis on where crashes prevalent. 
 
What is however concerning is that 
Northamptonshire, Cleveland, Durham and 
North Yorkshire police forces said that none of 
their fixed cameras were now deployed. 
Northamptonshire was one of the pioneers in 
the early days and won the right in the latter 
nineties to be a pilot authority to run safety 
cameras under a scheme whereby the 
government in effect reimbursed the police and local authority for the work they had to do in 
maintaining the cameras, investing in new ones and using some of the money which was returned to 
invest in road safety projects. More importantly it was out of the safety camera projects that Speed 
Workshops were developed which gave an opportunity to educate people about speed and its 
consequences and meant that we were getting to the drivers who needed a refresher about driving 
a car and their responsibilities to other road users. 
 
After the most successful period of the first decade of this new century the funding rules changed 
and now local authorities and police services do not get the funding they need to operate in the 
way in which they were and there is therefore a decline in their use. Research however does show 
that the empty housings do have an effect on the speed people drive but with some local 
authorities and police forces declaring that they have no sites operating it does give free reign in 
those counties. 
 
We also need to remember however that in a number of locations fixed site cameras have been 
replaced with speed and distance cameras which operate in many respect in a fairer way recording 
the average speed over a distance and thereby indicating a truer picture of a speeding motorists 
and the ones we need to be prosecuted. 
 
 

SUPPORT FOR 20MPH 
 

More than 70% of adults in Great Britain support the introduction of 20mph speed limits on ‘busy 
streets’, according to the findings of a survey conducted earlier this year. 72% of 
the 3,000 respondents to the YouGov survey backed the limit in busy streets, with 
21% in opposition. 
 
When asked about the use of 20mph limits on residential roads, 64% of 
respondents indicated support, compared to 28% who were against the idea. 
 
The results mirror findings from similar online surveys in 2013 and 2015, carried 
out as part of a study funded by Bristol City Council. 
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MAINTAIN THE VALUE OF YOUR CAR WITH A WASH AND BRUSH UP 
Tim Shallcross, IAM RoadSmart head of technical policy. 

 
Car washing seems to be one of those Marmite topics; some enjoy the simplicity of the task and the 
instant improvement it produces. Others detest the chore with a vengeance. 

 
This time of year, mud, drizzle and the start 
of the road-salting season all prove a 
challenge to keeping the paintwork shiny. 
However there are good practical reasons to 
keep your car looking like your pride and joy, 
even if it isn't. The first is a product of wider 
cars and narrow parking bays. Nothing is more 
irritating than getting a filthy smudge on your 
clothes as you squeeze between two dirty 
cars – at least if yours is clean you stand a 
chance of exiting untarnished. More 
important is the fact that a layer of grime, 
salt, tree sap and road grease will dull the 
paintwork if left undisturbed. The caked-on 
chemicals gradually eat into the ultra-smooth 
top layer, making it rougher at a microscopic 
level, which stops that glossy showroom 
sheen.  
 
A thorough wash will stop that action and 
even if the car gets covered in road dirt the 
following day, the dulling process will take 
time to re-start. If you polish it as well, the 
new look will last even longer as the polish 
acts as a barrier between the paint and the 
dirt. Regular washing will keep the car 
looking new underneath the dirt for much 
longer! If you only wash the car when the 
"clean me" scrawls get too embarrassing, 
restoring a showroom look when it comes to 
selling the car will need an awful lot of elbow 
grease, or you risk quite a slice off the resale 
value.  
 
There's also the problem of bird droppings. 
Car factories do much less damage to the 
surrounding environment than they used to 
and one of the major contributors is the move 
to eco-friendly paints. No longer do clouds of  
fumes issue from the paint shop ventilation 
shafts to poison nearby wildlife; the paints  
 

 
 
are low odour and the ingredients much less 
harmful. Unfortunately, they are also softer 
than their toxic predecessors and very prone 
to being permanently marked by bird 
droppings that are left on for any more than a 
couple of days.  
 
So, you face two choices. If you really can't 
stand the thought of getting a bucket and 
sponge out, a hand car wash near you is one 
of the best value things a fiver will buy these 
days; maybe a couple of quid more if you 
have an SUV or stretch limo. They do an 
excellent and thorough job – wheels, door 
shuts, tyre shine and all. Alternatively, the 
bucket and sponge option is, for those of us 
so inclined, very satisfying and it is very 
healthy exercise. Various estimates fly 
around the internet, but burning about 325 
calories by washing a car and anything up to 
1,000 if you polish it as well seems a common 
view. Use a proper car shampoo, NOT 
washing up liquid. Fill a bucket with hot 
water (saves your hands freezing), and don't 
overdo the shampoo – too much and you'll 
have lots of streaks. Use a hose with a trigger 
spray attachment to wet the body all over 
first, to soften the dirt and then plunge in 
with the sponge.  
 
You can get decent sponges for 99p almost 
anywhere these days, so don't use a worn out 
ragged one – and two makes life even easier, 
one in the bucket soaking while you scrub 
away with the other. Start with the roof and 
end with the wheels, then rinse off, stand 
back and admire your work. Use a leather or 
microfibre cloth to dry it – or just go for a 
drive for a couple of miles then wipe off the 
few remaining drops. Finally, get a cloth, 
open the doors, wipe the sills and door shut 
areas and enjoy the smug feeling as you look 
at your gleaming pride next to all the mud 
spattered, salt encrusted neighbours.  
 
Until tomorrow, of course, when your car will 
be indistinguishable from the rest. But you 
had some healthy exercise, the dirt isn't 
eating away at the shine and anyway, you 
know it's gleaming underneath the dirt. 
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ELECTRIC ARTICULATED LORRY 
 
Tesla has unveiled its first electric articulated lorry (known in the USA as a semi-trailer truck). The 
long-anticipated Tesla Semi truck has a range of 500 miles on a single charge and will go into 
production in 2019. 
 
In just the USA there are an estimated 3.5 million truck drivers in the vast majority of who drive 
diesel-powered engines.  Currently on the 
down side, Tesla will not be able to compete 
on diesel’s range and also battery specialists 
doubt Tesla can currently produce a powerful 
enough battery at a reasonable price.  
 
It is estimated that the current cost of a 
battery pack will be around £160,000 and 
that is for a vehicle capable of doing around 
300 miles. They have not as yet been able to 
give any life expectancy of the battery pack 
but a thirty minute charge should be enough 
to give 400 miles of travel. 
 
The current question is whether the price of replacing the battery pack makes it a viable 
alternative to a diesel propelled vehicle but let be clear technology is improving and developing at 
a very rapid rate and recent advances in both the electric car market and now for much bigger 
vehicles will go a long way to the UK having no petrol of diesel cars on the road by 2040 although 
we have a long way to go to get the infrastructure in place for both quick charge fixed and mobile 
units. 
 

INVESTIGATING POTHOLES RATHER THAN REPAIRING! 
 
A coroner has warned that a council’s new ‘risk-based’ policy of investigating rather than directly 
repairing potholes of more than 40mm deep will risk future deaths. The Coroner raised his concerns 
with a Council in a Regulation 28 Report to Prevent Future Deaths following his investigation into 
the death of 83-year-old cyclist. The inquest jury gave a narrative verdict in which they found that 
the cyclists ‘had probably been caused to fall from his bicycle and to suffer the injuries from which 
he died by a pothole in the carriageway’. 
 
The noted that the council was in the process of adopting a new highway management procedure, 
‘apparently based upon Well-Managed Highway Infrastructure: a 
Code of Practice published by the Department for Transport in 
October 2016’, which the Coroner considered ‘will increase the 
risk of future deaths, in particular to cyclists’. He noted that 
while under the highway authority’s current procedure any defect 
of 40mm or greater is repaired, under the new procedure 40mm 
will be redefined as the ‘investigation level’, so that once a 
defect is greater than 40mm an inspector will investigate it and 
consider whether a repair is needed. He added that if 40mm is 
specified as the minimum threshold for investigation, defects of less than 40mm may not be 
investigated and defects of 40mm or above may not be repaired. 
 
Meanwhile the maintenance of local roads is once again the subject of concern as Council-
maintained roads look set to deteriorate after council leaders claimed that by 2020 almost 60p in 
every pound of council tax revenue could be spent on social care. The Local Government 
Association (LGA) said that as a result less funding will be available for other services. For example 
just 5p in every pound could be spent on improving roads and street lighting and 2p in the pound on 
bus services. This has led to the Road Surface Treatment Association indicating that we will have 
more poorly maintained roads 
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Monday 5th March 2018 

Holiday Inn - COVENTRY 

Monday 9th April 2018 

Hotel Colessio – STIRLING 

Monday 24th September 2018 

The Guildhall - HULL 

 

 
 

AND FINALLY 
 
2018 Conference Dates from the Graham Feest Consultancy 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
A passing thought for the end of 2017 
 
A minister decided that a visual demonstration would add emphasis to his Sunday sermon.  
 
He placed four worms into four separate jars. 
 

 The first worm was put into a container of alcohol.  

 The second worm was put into a container of cigarette smoke.  

 The third worm was put into a container of chocolate syrup.  

 The fourth worm was put into a container of good clean soil. 
 
At the conclusion of the sermon, the Minister reported the following results: 
  

 First worm in alcohol . . . dead!  

 Second worm in cigarette smoke . . . dead!  

 Third worm in chocolate syrup . . . dead! 

 Fourth worm in good clean soil . . . alive!!  
 
The Minister asked the congregation what they had learned from this demonstration.  
 
Maxine, sitting at the back, quickly raised her hand and said . . ."as long as you drink, smoke and 
eat chocolate, you won't have worms!" 
 
 
Christmas Greeting 
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